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A
SELF-GUIDED
WALK
THROUGH
WYOMING'S
HISTORIC
DISTRICT

A Walking Tour

The Wyoming Historical Society welcomes
you to this self-guided tour through part of
Wyoming'’s historic “village” district. The
district, which was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in September,
1986, includes more than three hundred
buildings in the heart of Wyoming. It has
been described by the Ohio Historical
Preservation Office as “a one-of-a kind
community with an extremely impressive
array of architecture.”

The origin of Wyoming'’s transformation from
farmland to commuter suburb can be traced
to changes in transportation—first the canal,
then the railroad, and later the streetcar.
The Miami-Erie Canal opened in 1828,
followed by the Cincinnati, Hamilton &
Dayton Railroad in 1851, then by the
streetcar on the Pike in 1900. These
changes made Wyoming’s attractive country
atmosphere increasingly accessible to
commuting businessmen to build their
homes.

Lovely old trees and wide expanses of green
lawns have blended the vertical lines of
nineteenth century styles with the more
horizontal lines of twentieth century
architecture. The community which evolved
has special charm and historical
significance.

We hope you will enjoy this walk in
Wyoming.

(Map located on Page 9)




1. Corner of Springfield Pike and
Wyoming Avenue

Threelargeearlyfarmscametogethethere—the
Wilmuth farmlying to thenortheasttheBurns
Farmto thesoutheastandthe Riddlefarmto the
west.

2. 507 Springfield Pike,

the Riddle-Friend House
Theacreag@nwhichthisredbrick home
standsacrosdrom WyomingLibrary, wasfirst
purchaseavith landgrantsof thetypeissuedo
RevolutionaryWarsoldiers. Thehousds near
thesiteof oneof thefirst cabinserectedhfter
the“New Road” (nowthePike)wascut
throughthewildernessn 1806asa shortcutto
FortHamilton. Theroadfollowedasectionline
thathadbeenmeasureaff whenthe Northwest
Territorywasfirst surveyedn 1785. At the
time Miami andShawneéndiansstill huntedn
thearea.

IsaadRiddleandhiswife built thehousen
1835asasimplefarmhome. After therailroad
wasputthrough,theRiddlesbegarto sell off
parcelsof theirfarmland. GeorgeFriend,co-
ownerof Friend& FoxPaperCo.in Lockland
boughtthehouseandenlargedt in thepopular
Italianatestyle. In the 1920’'sit wasremodeled
asaGeorgiarRevivalhome butthecenter
gableroof andtall windowsrevealtheearlier
style.

3. The Robert Reily Historical Marker

(In front of Wyoming Library)
Themarkeris situatedon thesouthwestornerof
whatwasthe ThomasWilmuth farm. The
Wilmuthsacquired40acresherefrom their
relativesthePendery’sanotheipioneerfamily.
Mr. Wilmuth diedin 1860atage100;hissecond
wife JaneEvattWilmuth, who marriedhim at 15,
alsolived to bealmost100. Shewaspresenthe
nightin 1861whenRobertReily calledhis
neighborgogetheto selecthename‘Wyoming”
for thesmallrural settlement.

Wyomingwasthenameof avalleyin northeast
Pennsylvaniayhichsomeof thesettlershad
known;andReily is saidto havehada
preferencéor nameswith severietters. Reily
hadmadeafortuneasaCincinnatimerchanand
retiredearly,at31. He chosetherustichills of
theupperpartof IsaacRiddle’sfarm,
overlookingtheMill Creekvalley,asthesetting
for hisretiremenhome.

4. 1Wyoming Avenue

In the 1880'sthis wasa grocerystoreownedby
aMr. Jacobyafterhim GusSpreeroperatedt
for manyyears.Theoriginal partof thebuilding
canbedistinguishedrom lateradditionsby the
simplerearlybrick work and thelimestone
lintels overupperstorywindows.Fromthis spot,
oncethenorthwestornerof theArchibaldBurns
farm,anold mile markercanbeseeracrosghe
Pikein CentenniaPark. Suchmarkershadan
importantfunctionwhentheNewRoadwas
widenedandimprovedbylocalfarmersan 1834,
andtoll waschargedor its use. Canyoutune
outthetraffic noiseof todayandimaginethe
soundf horsedrawncoachesywagonsand
cattleandhogsbeingdrivento marketalongthe
dustyroad?

5. Middle School-

Site of original one-roomschool
Thefirst schoolin thisareawasasimplelog
cabin. In 1842abrick schoolwasbuilt hereon
theground=of the preseniWyomingMiddle
School. Much of thevirgin foresthadbeencut
downby then,andthesitewasin typical Ohio
countryside-fencethrmhousesndbarnscorn
fieldsmeadowsnarshesstreamsandponds.
Someof thelocationsfor schoolsandcolleges
werespecifiedwhenthe NorthwestTerritory
wasfirst openedo settlers.

Wyoming Walking Tour - 2




6. 129Wyoming Avenue,

the Stearns-ComptonHouse(c. 1870)
Thishousewasbuilt butnotoccupiedoy George
sternsvhoownedbotha cottonbattingfactory
andalumbermill in Lockland. Forabetter
view, walk southalongthe“Boulevard” (the
nameWNyomingitegyaveto themid-block
walkwaysbetweertwo streetshichruns
alongthesideyard. Theoriginalltalianate
buildinghashadacolonialstyleporchaddedas
well assuccessivadditionsto thebackof the
house.Thebarn,which hasnicelyscrolledtrim,
shelterechorsesandhaywasstoredin the
upperloft.

7. 200Worthington Avenue
ThisItalianatehousewasbuilt justafterthe Civil
War. Its roof hasprojectingeavesupportedy
unusuallyornatebrackets.Three“coffin”
windows,visiblefromtheBoulevard extendo
thefloor of its sideporch. Thetermdateshack
to thedaysof homefuneralswhenpallbearers
wearingtall silk hatswould sometimegarrythe
coffin throughwindowslike these.

8. 205Worthington Avenue,

the JudsonHarmon House
In 1865whenthishousewasbuilt asan
unpretentiougarmhouseWorthingtonwas
merelyalaneborderindieldsandpastures.
JudsorHarmon,oneof theformeroccupants,
wasthevillage’smostdistinguishegublic
servant.He servedasWyoming'sthird Mayor,
Judgeof theSuperiorCourtin Cincinnati,U.S.
AttorneyGeneralinderWilliam HowardTatt,
theGovernorof Ohio (1903-13).

9. 212Worthington Avenue
TheTownleyfamily built thishousan the1880’s
from apopularpatternbookdesignof thatperiod.
Thesamegenerafloor plancanbefoundin other
homesn thedistrict. Feature®f its Eastlake
style,suchastheturnedpostsontheporch
andthepaneldesidethe
doublewindowsin thebays,
wereearlyexamplef mass
producednill work, products
of thelndustrialRevolution.
TheVictoriansdelightedn
ornamentatioandused
contrastinggshade®f paintto
enhancehedecorativeaspects
of theirhomes.Subsequently
manyhousesvererepainted
white or anothersinglecolor.

10. 218,226,and 232Worthington Avenue
Thesethree"sister” housesvereall built in the
late 1860's,beforethevillage wasincorporated.
Thehouseatthecornerlooksdifferentonly
becauséts porchwasremovedandaturret
addedn thelate 19thcentury. Thevariations
betweertheir Italianatebucketswindow
moldings andjigsawfretworkunderthird floor
andverandaooflinesmakeinteresting
comparisons.

Olderstructuredike theseblendwith other19th
centuryhomesandlargeshaddreesto form one
of Wyoming'sfineststreetscaped.ewis
WorthingtonanewYork investorwhofinanced
theLocklandandWyominglmprovement
Associationcouldneverhaveenvisionedhe
enduringcharmof theavenuenamedor him.
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11. Site of the Woodruff Building and
Railroad Station
In thedayswhenresidentcommutedo
CincinnationtheCincinnati,Hamilton& Dayton
Railroad thisareawasthecommerciakenterof
thevillage. TheCH&D Stationwashereaswas
theWoodruffBuilding. In thecolorful historyof
theareathefirst postoffice, thefirst telephone,
alivery stable feedmill, skatingrink anda
generaktorewerelocatedhere.

12. The 300Block of Grove Avenue
Thisneighborhoodwithin easywalkingdistance
pf the station,wasdevelopedn the1890’sand
becamenorevaluableastrainserviceto
Cincinnatiimproved. Severabfthehousesvere
built asduplicates.TheQueerAnnewrap-
aroundporchandtheturretat 323 Grovewere
nstalledattheturnof thecenturyto distinguishit
from the others.

Notethe“built-in” Shinglestyleporchesnthe
first andsecondstoriesof 320Groveandthe
roundedQueerAnnewindowwith smallcolored
panesat 302Grove(onthe CooperAvenueside).

13. 233Burns Avenue
Thissimplecountryhome built in 1865,hastwo
fine coffin windowsflankingthefrontdoor.
Notetheunusuatin roofinganddecorateadenter
gable.

14. Corner of Burns and Waverly Avenues,
Wyoming Baptist Church
Thisoutstandind 9thcenturychurchwas
designedythenotedCincinnatiarchitectA.C.
Nash. In 1882JohnTangemanaReily Road
residentandLocklandpapemill owner,
donatechalf thecostof its construction.
Dominatingtheexteriorarethegracefulslate-
coveredowerand“RoseWindow” with a Star
pf David pattern. Inside,thepewsareof walnut
andthewainscottingof redgum.

Thebuildingis animportantpartof Wyoming’'s
heritageandall change$avebeersensitively
handledsoasto maintainits architectural
integrity. Thecongregatioms theonly onewhich
still worshipsan its original edifice. A beautiful
beechgroveknownasBaptistWoodsonce
surroundedhechurch.

15. 159Burns Avenue
Despitetheconversiorof thishometo Colonial
Revivalstylein the1920’s,it still showscertain
signsof its earlierstyle—tallwindowsandstrong
verticallines.

A numberof othervintagehousesrefoundon
this sideof the street(formerlythe easterredge
of theBurnsfarm),some*modernized”, some
lookingmuchastheydid in the1870’swhen
movingto Wyomingmeantiving in thecountry.
At 107Burnsis asimplebutelegantvernacular
homewhichhaschangedrerylittle.

16. 30Burns Avenue(c. 1895)
ThisisaShinglestyledwellingwith aturret,an
archedporchroof and,highup ontheroofto the
left, an“eyebrow”dormer. Nearbyis anold
Eastlakecarriagehousg(c. 1880),left standing
when“Sunnyside” andearlierhome burned
down.
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17. 27 EastMills Avenue(c.1875)
Thehousewith thewooden‘Stick Style” braces
connectedetweertheporchandroofis oneof
thevillage’sfew brick Victorians. Next, turn
backto ElIm Avenueandentertheareawhich
wasWyoming'sfirst attemptatzoning,a
carefullyplannedtightly restricteddevelopment
whichstartedn 1870. Thepromoterf this
areanamedseverabf thewindinglanesafter
nativetrees.

18. 50EIm Avenue,

theAlbert Ault home
Horsedrawncarriagesisedto clatterupthis
driveway,unloadpassengensndertheporte
cocherethenproceedo thecarriagehouseto
beunhitchedandputaway. Thehousepuilt
about1900by Mr. Ault whowasanimportant
Cincinnatiindustrialistencaseanearlierhome
constructedy GeorgeGeorgen the1870’s.
Georgéebuilt eightof thehomeson EIm Avenue,
severafor memberf hisfamily. Forhisown
houseat 115EIm heusedmaterialmadein his
brickyardin Cincinnati.

19. 204EIm Avenue

Hereis anexampleof the20thcentury
Bungaloidstyle , whichemphasizetiarmony
with nature.lts compactJow sweepindinesand
darktexturedbrickscontrastwith theolder
homesoneitherside.

20. 240EIm Avenue(corner of Walnut)

Built by GrantBurroughsaCincinnaticarriage
manufacturerthishomereflectstheromantic
feelingandexuberanc¢hat19thcenturyowners
putinto theirdwelling places.Youarelooking
atthesideof thehome;originally alaneleading
in fromthePikeapparentlyswungaroundo the
currentbackyard.Notethecomplexrooflines
of thetower,the profusionof decorative
accentsandoriginalleadedylasshays.

ContinuingalongWalnut,noticethedifferent
shape®fwoodenshinglestheremainingslate
roof, theuseof dormerspaywindows,andthe
variationsn chimneysaanddoorways.

Try to spottracesof old narrowsidewalks
leadingupdrivewaysor alongfoundation
shrubbery At 314WalnutAvenue(cornerof
Beech) you canseethatthishome whichwas
originally Victorian,waslaterstuccoeand
“Tudorized”?At 324Beechnoticethesquare
towertoppedwith afinial, andthedecorative
spindlevalancehangingalongtheporch. The
valancewasdiscovereafterbeinghiddenfor
manyyearswhile plainerarchitecturavasin
vogue.

21. 105StearnsAvenue(corner of Beech),
the JosiahDwight House(c. 1870,1900)
Thiswasthehomeof theformerstationagentn
chargeof theLockland-Wyomingailroaddepot.
It isanothethousewhichenclosesnearlier
home. Todayits ColonialRevivalfeatures
includeanupperstoryPalladianvindowovera
largepedimentedirst storywindow,arounded
porchwith columnsandamatchingounded
baywindow. Notethedentilsunderrooflines.
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22. 127 StearnsAvenue,

the Alfred StearnsHouse
Thefrontdoorstill bearghecarvednitials
“AMS” of thefirst owner. Thehousewasbuilt
aroundanearlierstructureandits facadehas
beengreatlyaltered butsomeof its original
foundationstonesanbeseenaswell asthe
carriagenousan backto theleft.

23. 313Burns Avenue(Corner of Stearns)

the GideonPalmer House
Setbackonaprominentknoll, thisimpressive
1860'sltalianatehouses distinguishedy its
projectingroofgablesjron balconetsand
dominantstonehoodmoldsovermostof the
windows. Theclassicallystyledporchand
centerdoorwereaddedaftertheturn of the
century.Thehouseaemainedn thesamdamily
for four generations.

24. 304,312,and 320Burns Avenue

Thetwo sisterhousesat304and312Burnsare
in the Eastlakestyle. The“imported” front
porchat312wasfoundin anothercountryona
farmhousehatwasbeingdemolishedits motifs
aredifferentfrom othersin thisdistrict. It was
skillfully attachedo replacetheoriginalporch
whichhadbeenremovedy previousowners.
Thehouseat320Burnshasadistinctivefeature
in its mansardoof. Typicalof theSecond
Empirestyle,thisboxedtypeof roofis rarein
Wyoming'shistoricdistrict.

25. 310Wyoming Avenue,

the GeorgeHouseHouse
Look towardtherailroadtracksandacrosshe
street(northeastpatthis eleganframehome
with its enormou®aks. It wasbuilt in 1868by
Col. HouseaCivil Warveteranwho co-owned
PalmemBros.& HouseFlour Mill onthenearby
Miami-Erie Canal. It oncehadasquardower
abovats frontentrancein theltalianVilla
fashionof theday.

26. Corner of Burns and Wyoming Avenues,

the PresbyterianChurch
Thischurch,dedicatedn 1890,is thework of
SamueHannaforda Cincinnatiarchitectwho
gainednhationalrecognitiorfor designingViusic
Hall, City Hall, theChapelat SpringGrove
cemeteryandotherCincinnatilandmarks.It is
constructeaf sandstone theRomanesque
Revivalstyle,sometimegalledRichardsonian
RomanesquafterthefamousBostonarchitect
whopopularizedt. Itsarchedvindowsand
entrancesirecharacteristiof thestyle. The
first church(1870)onthesitewassimilarin
styleto themansenextdoor.

27. 217Wyoming Avenue,

the Presbyterian Manse
Thisarchitecturabemis anexampleof Wooden
Gothic,anAmericanadaptatiorof theGothic
Revivalstylewhichuseddesigrelementgrom
castlesandcathedrals.This stylewaspopular
for countryliving in 1870,whenthefounderof
theStearnsindFosterCompanybuilt this six
roomhouse Verticallinesareemphasizethy the
boardandbattensiding. Thescallopsatthetop
of thesidinggavetheillusion of “gingerbread”
attheroofline. Smallwindowswith atrifoil
patternarefoundin thethird storygables.A
separat&itchenandawashhousan backwere
eventuallyconnectedo thehouse.
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ThePresbyteriagongregatiomsedt asa
parsonagéor overl0years.Additionssuchas
theporchhavebeenmadewithoutdisturbingthe
appearancefthebuilding. After manyyears
with awhite exterior,thefacadehasbeen
returnedo authenticvictoriancolors,choserto
blendwith thestonechurch

28. 212Wyoming Avenue,

the Addison Taylor House
Acrossthestreetstandsafine exampleof “high
style” QueerAnnearchitecture.Thehousewas
aweddingpresento thenewMrs. Taylorin the
early1890's. Thecontrasof buildingmaterials
andornamentatiocreatesstrikingvisual
effect:thefirst floor is clapboardthesecond
shingle andthethird stuccowith timbered
braces!An earlierwoodenporchwasreplaced
aftertheturnof thecenturyby onewith astone
foundationthusaddingafourthtextureto the
surface.A storybooktowerwith curvedglass
windowsis afocal pointbothinsideandout.
Thecarriagehouseo therearstill hasasliding
wall which partitionedoff thehorsestall.

29. 132Wyoming Avenue,

the JohnWilmuth Hill House
Thisstatelyhomewith unusuakhiplapsiding
wasbuilt by Mr. Hill in the1870’son property
thathadbeenpartof thefarm of his grandfather
Wilmuth. Hill wasinstrumentain building
Wyoming'sandCincinnati’swaterworks.When
porchesameinto vogue aColonialRevival
porchwaswrappedaroundonecorner;its
columnsaretoppedwith lonic capitals.A two-
storycarriagehousecommandsttentionatthe
endof thedriveway.

30. 104Wyoming Avenue

Thishousds aneleganexampleof theAmerican
FourSquarestyle,built in Wyomingjustafterthe
returnof thecentury. Notethecharacteristic
hippedroofandsymmetrical’boxy” look.
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STYLES OF ARCHITECTURE IN WYOMING

These are some of the distinctive historical styles, their major characteristics, and the
dates they were popular here:

19TH CENTURY STYLES:

ITALIANATE (1860’s and ‘70’s): Ornate brackets under wide overhanging
roofs, with decorative moldings above the windows.

EASTLAKE (1880’s): Design panels, lathe-turned porch posts and spindles
which were mass produced. Named after an interior designer, this style was also
adapted to home exteriors.

QUEEN ANNE (1885-1900): An unusually wide variety of materials was used
in each home, often with many gables, a tower or turret, and porches which wrapped
around a corner. Often the windows had small panes of colored glass around the
perimeter.

SHINGLE (1890's): Wood shingles generally covered the entire exterior. An
outgrowth of Queen Anne, but roofs were lower pitched, giving a less vertical look.

VICTORIAN VERNACULAR: Simpler buildings whose tall windows,
proportions, and regional ornamentation typify the last half of the 19th Century but do
not fit into any particular style.

20TH CENTURY STYLES:

AMERICAN FOUR SQUARE (1900 to 1910): Characterized by a
symmetrical square plan with a hipped roof and simple Colonial detailing. Wood,
which had been readily available from nearby Lockland lumber mills, gave way to
brick.

COLONIAL REVIVAL (1905 to 1930): A nostalgic return to America’s roots
with simpler, symmetrical and more formal proportions like the 1700’s. Porches and
entrances displayed classical motifs, and white was the favorite paint choice.

BUNGALOID (1910 to 1930): Brick and stucco were poplar for bungalow
construction and sometimes stone for accent. Low pitched gable roofs and one and a
half story height were a complete departure from the vertical look of the previous
century.

TUDOR REVIVAL (1910 to 1940): Half timbering gave the effect of exposed
structural beams between brick, stucco, or stone areas. Unlike the well-balanced
Colonial Revivals, their plan was irregular and unsymmetrical. Steep roofs were often
slate covered and multipaned windows were often the casement type.
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A WALK THROUGH WYOMING’S
HISTORIC “VILLAGE” DISTRICT

The route is a loop which can be walked in approximately an hour. The reference
numbers follow the route on the map, although you may start anywhere. Even

numbered houses are on the north and east of the streets and odd numbered houses
are on the south and west.

A WALK THROUGH WYOMING’S HISTORIC DISTRICT
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